
Ghost has had a very rough 

start to life. In fact, he spent 

much of his first year of life 

as a feral dog living in the 

woods near PAWS Humane. 

Here’s how the story goes.

When Ghost was a tiny pup, he and 
his littermates were “pulled” from 
Columbus Animal Care & Control by 
another rescue organization in town. 
Ghost ghosted (aka-escaped) during 
the transfer, and would not be caught 
for many months despite intense 
effort. The staff of PAWS Humane 
took on the task to do all we could to 
catch this guy. 

After all, we knew he longed for 
affection as he would curiously 
venture close to the dogs that were 
taking walks.

On December 4th, 2016, we captured 
Ghost and began his long road 
to healing and rehabilitation. As 
expected, Ghost doesn’t wag his 
tail, he doesn’t know how to accept 
affection, and he doesn’t know how 
to trust humans. But, he’s working on 
it and making progress. He likes other 
dogs and is learning how to play and 
be a dog from his new buddies. 
To ensure we are doing everything 
in our power for Ghost, we consulted 
with experts across the country on 
how to rehabilitate him and we need 
YOUR help. Ghost’s full rehabilitation 
will likely take a year or more, and 
it will be costly. We have raised the 
money for an outdoor rehabilitation 
enclosure for Ghost as advised. 
However, Ghost will be with us for 
a while, and we need money to take 
care of him. 

Will you please consider donating? 
Any money you donate will help us 
rehabilitate Ghost as well as more 
dogs like him in the future. Ghost 
deserves his chance at happiness, and 
PAWS will do everything we can to 
give it to him. Will you help us help 
him?
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At a national church conference, I heard several speakers, people just like me, who decided to try “tithing”. They 
spoke of their fear that if they made this commitment, they would not have enough left over to live comfortably. 
What caught my attention was the revelation each speaker had after trying this practice. By realigning their lives 
according to their spiritual values, their sense of joy and gratitude increased.

Each year, my husband and I take stock of our many blessings and create our giving plan for the coming year. 
Our church and PAWS Humane are always at the top of the list. We wonder why it took us so long to begin what 
has now become an annual tradition.

Since 2009, PAWS Humane has been at the forefront of helping animals and their 
people in the Columbus region. We are not 
only the largest animal welfare organization in 
the area, but we provide the widest array of 
services to the community.  

We have changed the face of animal welfare by operating the 
only high-volume spay/neuter clinic in our region. In 2016, we 
reached a milestone of 40,000 spay/neuter surgeries and saw 
animal control intakes decline by almost 50% since opening our 
doors.  

You don’t have to give a lot to make a big difference in the 
life of a shelter animal. In fact, just $5 will pay for a microchip 
and help a lost pet find her way home. A donation of $15 will 
feed a shelter animal for up to a month. With $50 we can spay 
or neuter a community cat. A heartworm positive dog can be 
treated for $100 - $150. 

We hope you will join us and support our vision 
of a “No-Kill” community. 

BOBBI YEO
CEO PAWS HUMANE
They say perception is everything. If I believe I am 
just getting by in life then that is my reality. From 
talking with my peers I have reason to believe this 
sense of “just getting by” is the reality that many of us 
experience. 

For several years, I worked as the director of finance 
and administration for a large regional church 
organization. This job stretched me professionally in 
many ways and helped prepare me for my current role 
as CEO of PAWS Humane. However, the most valuable 
lesson I learned during my time with this organization 
was about giving. 
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Two of our senior residents found their 

forever home just in time for Christmas 

last year. It was a long time coming for 

both Snow and Spot (now called Kayla). 

They both waited patiently for their human to come 

and get them. That happened in mid-December when 

a family came to look around the shelter and fell in 

love with the two rat terriers that did not want to be 

separated. Snow and Kayla quickly made themselves 

at home with their new family. Snow is still the 

“bossy” one of the duo who will keep everyone in 

line. The girls learned fast the new routines at their 

house. They watch dinner being made every night 

and know that right after the blessing is said, they 

will get their daily treat. Snow and Kayla also know 

what time “bedtime” is and will run into the bedroom 

curling up on the bed waiting for the light to go out.

It is a fun home to be in, with grandchildren coming 

to visit and a yard to play in every day. They have a 

sofa covered with blankets just for them to have a 

cozy nap. Their new parents have also noticed that 

Snow has a big fear of weather storms and will run to 

hide whenever she hears the rain begin. Her new dad 

will try to comfort her in his recliner chair by holding 

her and petting her to ease her fear. Overall, Spot 

and Kayla have finally found the home to settle in 

and enjoy. Life with a family is so much better and so 

much sweeter. Congratulations to Spot and Kayla on 

their forever home! 

SENIOR DOGS 
FIND SECOND CHANCE

ADOPT ME
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The warmer temperatures during 
this time act as a catalyst to bring 
female cats in to heat. These kittens 
often flood shelters and rescue 
groups, tapping already stretched 
resources. In addition, adoptions of 
adult cats tend to drop during this 
time, as they are often overlooked 
when there are cute kittens present.  
Many times these kittens come in to 
shelters before they are ready to be 

on their own, during the neonatal 
stage. The neonatal stage is 
considered to be the first 4-6 weeks 
of life, when kittens depend on mom 
for warmth and sustenance. PAWS 
has a few dedicated, experienced 
fosters that are able to take these 
kittens in and provide the intensive 
care that they need to survive. 

It has been estimated that millions 
of kittens are born throughout 

kitten season. And while everyone 
loves kittens, there just aren’t 
enough homes for all of them. It 
seems as if you really can have too 
much of a good thing.

There are some things you can do 
to help:

	 SPAY OR NEUTER YOUR 
CAT.	The	best	way	to	prevent	

homeless	pets	is	to	prevent	the	birth	of	
more	pets.	Cats	can	become	pregnant	
as	early	as	5	months	of	age	so	early	
spay/neuter	is	extremely	important,	
especially	if	your	cat	goes	outside.

HELP YOUR LOCAL SHELTER. 
Donate	your	time,	money,	
or	supplies	to	help	care	for	
the	homeless	animals	in	your	

community.	Contact	us	or	any	other	
rescue	group	in	our	community	to	see	
what	may	be	needed.	Most	rescue	
groups	have	a	wish	list	of	supplies	
on	their	website	if	you	would	like	to	
donate	supplies.	Volunteering	benefits	
not	just	us	and	our	orphans,	but	it	gives	
you	an	opportunity	to	give	back	to	the	
community,	meet	other	volunteers,	
and	volunteer	experience	always	looks	
good	on	a	resume.

FOSTER. Sign	up	to	be	a	foster.	
Fostering	saves	lives.	We	are	
always	in	need	of	new.	Contact	

our	foster	coordinator	at	foster@
pawshumane.org	if	you	are	interested	
in	fostering.

Adopt. If	you	are	ready	to	bring	
a	new	cat	in	to	your	life,	adopt.	
When	you	adopt,	you	not	only	

save	the	life	of	that	pet,	you	are	also	
making	room	for	us	to	save	more	lives.

CARE FOR COMMUNITY CATS 
IN YOUR AREA.	Getting	these	
cats	spayed/neutered	through	
TNR	is	the	best	way	to	decrease	

the	number	of	homeless	kittens.	PAWS	
sterilizes	
thousands	of	cats	yearly	through	the	
Best	Friends	Community	Cat	Project	
and	our	trap-neuter-return	(TNR)	
program.	The	aim	of	these	programs	is	
to	decrease	the	population	of	unowned	
cats	in	our	population	by	reducing	the	
birth	rate.	Studies	have	shown	that	over	
time,	this	method	decreases	the	size	of	
colonies	in	a	community	and	improves	
the	lives	of	the	existing	cats.

VET CLINIC
CARE FOR COMMUNITY 
CATS IN YOUR AREA
Kitten season is coming! Kitten sea-
son sounds like the cutest time of year, 
doesn’t it? However, mention those 
words to any shelter worker and you will 
get a sigh of exasperation.  Kitten season 
is the time of year when cats give birth, 
actually spanning a good portion of the 
spring, summer, and early fall. 
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At PAWS Humane, our Dog’s Day Out 
program accomplishes exactly what it 
says – it gives our dogs a chance to spend 
a day out of the shelter. 

Many of our dogs wait patiently in their rooms, day after 
day, for the perfect family to come whisk them away 
forever. But until then, we believe they deserve the 

chance to be a normal dog, even if it is just for one day. 
That is why we invite you to come to our shelter, fill out 
an application, and give one of our sweet orphans a day 
he will never forget. 

You can take your “dog for the day” to a local park, 
window shopping downtown, for a stroll on the river 
walk, or even to your couch at home. Simply show the 
dog a good time and he will shower you with love! There 
is one stipulation, however. You must be sure our dogs 
do not interact with any other dogs on their outing. 
Animal behavior can be unpredictable at times, and we 
need your help in keeping our dogs as safe as possible. 

To participate in our Dog’s Day Out program, please 
come to PAWS during regular business hours and fill out 
an application at our front desk. You must be at least 
18 years old with a valid driver’s license to participate. 
Be sure to bring a backpack with supplies for your day 
out. Supplies can include bottled water, water bowl, dog 
treats, towel and/or blanket, dog toys, etc. If you are 
unable to provide some of these items, we may be able 
to loan you some of ours. Just ask. 

Our dogs are looking forward to their day 
out with you! If you have any questions, 
please call 706-565-0035.

Those of us who work in animal 
welfare often forget not everyone 
is an “animal expert”. We are so 
accustomed to animal care that 
it just seems second nature. For 
example, dogs need their human’s 
help to get a bath, but cats do not; 
part of a regular grooming routine 
involves nail trimming; dogs should 
never be allowed to chew on bones 
that have been previously cooked. 
These are just a few examples of 
important information that all pet 
owners should be aware of. 

Part of our mission at 
PAWS Humane is to 
provide Humane Education 
to children by visiting 
their school classrooms, 
aftercare programs, and 
community gatherings. 

We also host various children’s 
groups at PAWS for Humane 
Education programs and a tour of 
our shelter afterward.

Our Humane Education programs 
are always tailored to be age 
appropriate and include information 
on pet care such as:

• Basic pet necessities such as  
 food, water, shelter, exercise  
 and love

• Proper grooming and why   
 our pets need it 
 
• Veterinary care –    
 vaccinations, flea and heartworm  
 preventative, spay/neuter   
 benefits

• Types of treats and toys that  
 are safe for pets

• Dog bite prevention, how to  
 safely approach a dog, how   
 to read animal body language

If you are interested in scheduling 
a Humane Education classroom 
visit from one of our staff members 
and a shelter dog, please contact 

our Community Outreach 
Coordinator, Anitra Holley, 
at 706-987-8373 or 
aholley@pawshumane.org.

DOG’S DAY OUT

HUMANE EDUCATION
CONNECTING CLASSROOMS AND CANINES 
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INCREASES THE CHANCES OF ADOPTION.
The foster parent will learn so much about 
the personality of their foster baby, and this is 

wonderful information to share with adopters. 
 

UNSURE ABOUT ADDING A PET TO YOUR 
FAMILY? FOSTER FIRST! 
There is no need for a full commitment yet! Try 

fostering first to make sure you are really ready.

FOSTERING IS FLEXIBLE.
You can foster kittens, puppies, small dogs, or 
medical cases. And, if you ever need to take a 

break for a while, we totally get it. 

YOU’RE SAVING A LIFE.
When you foster, you’re allowing the shelter to 
open up space for another animal, so you are 

saving a life. You are a hero! 

IT’S THE PERFECT THERAPY.
Some would say there is no better therapy than 
pet therapy. You are your foster pet’s advocate 

and nurturer. It’s an extremely rewarding and therapeutic 
experience for all.

IT’S FUN! 
Puppies and kittens are bundles of playful, 
exciting, loving fluff. The amusement they 

provide is unlike any other and the snuggles are beyond 
excellent. 

THE ANIMALS EXPERIENCE A TASTE OF WHAT 
LIFE IN A HOME IS LIKE. 
Give our animals a taste of the good life. Some of 

our orphans come from hostile and neglect situations, so 
their view of humans might not be the best, but we are 
here to change that. 

GOODBYE IS A HAPPY ENDING. 
Don’t be put off by fostering because you think it’ll 
be too hard when your sweetie gets adopted. Just 

remember, there is always another waiting to be saved. 

If you wish to become a foster parent for 

PAWS Humane, please contact our Foster 

Coordinator at foster@pawshumane.org
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SAVE THE DATE! Saturday, June 10th 
1-6 p.m at PAWS Humane 4900 Milgen Road 
Columbus Ga 31907. Featuring the Neal Lucas 
Band, food trucks, kid-zone, ‘Market Day’ booths, 
a raffle and open house. 

BARKS 
AND BLUES 
FESTIVAL 2017

M & D Images presents 

the Senior Model 
Fashion Show 
Saturday, April 
15th 9:30 a.m. in 
the Median of the 1100 
Block on Broadway. 
PAWS Humane will 
have adoptable dogs 
walk in the fashion 
show alongside the 
senior models. See you 
there.

Tickets are $10 each and required for a seat. 
Tickets are located at The Southern Pearl, Kiddie 
Shoppe, PAWS Humane, and M & D Images 
Studio. Contact Misty Webb at 706-577-9713 
for more details.
 

PET FIRST AID AND 
CPR CLASS 

Pet First Aid and 
CPR Class: Do you 
know what to do if 
your pet is injured 
or has a medical 
emergency? Try out 
our class offered 
at PAWS Humane 
by Southeastern 
Remote Medical 
Training. 

Saturday, April 8th 1-4:30 
in the community room at PAWS Humane, 
$50 & pre-registration is required. 

To register:
email southeasternremotemedical@gmail.
com or 706-665-3207. 

PAWS FOR 
THE CAMERA 
FASHION SHOW 

 



PAWS Humane
4900 Milgen Road
Columbus, GA 31907
Adoption (706) 565-0035
Vet Clinic (706) 987-8380

• Purina one dog chow (burgundy bag)
• Purina puppy chow (blue bag)
• Purina cat chow (blue bag)
• Cat Litter
• Large Kong dog toys
• Peanut butter
• Dog and cat treats
• Chicken or beef broth 

  

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHELTER  
ITEMS WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF

 

• Adoptions: 1,755
• Vet Clinic
 o Spay/Neuter: 7,001
 o Wellness Appointments: 1,600
 o Best Friends Community Cats: 1,399
 o Heartworm Treatments: 283 shelter animals
• Humane Education: 3,000+
• Community Outreach: 3,500+ 

2016 NUMBERS  

ADOPT ME*Thanks to our supporters in 2016, PAWS Humane helped more than 
10,000 animals and more han 6,500 adults and children. These numbers 
are not reachable without YOU! 

Please help us save more lives by becoming a 
monthly donor. Simply go to 
www.pawshumane.org/donate.

CHECK US OUT ON:

 Facebook: pawshumane1

 Instagram: pawshumane

 Twitter: PAWSHumane1


