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Every so often we run adoption specials at PAWS Humane.  It just so happened that in early 
January we found ourselves with a lot of pit bull type dogs so we decided to run a $25 adoption 
special just for them.  The special began on January 14 and we began our social media 
marketing campaign.    
 
Identifying dog breed is an inexact science.  Actually, there is really no science to it at all.  Lots 
of dogs look like pit bulls yet they are often found to be nothing more than a lab mixed with 
some other blocky headed dog.  And for the record, “pit bull” is not a breed at all, but has 
become a catch all for any dog that has a certain appearance. 
 
Some adoption shelters have stopped posting breed identification on their available dogs.  A pit 
bull label can keep a family out of the rental housing market.  We’d hate to label your dog a pit 
bull when he is really a Labrador retriever mixed with a boxer.   
 
A false identification can make all the difference in the world when you unwittingly move to a 
new city with a pit bull ban.  Dog owners may be caught unaware when they move to Lanette, 
Fayette, or Irondale, Alabama.  In these cities any dog who appears to be a pit bull is banned.   
An owner may be fined as much as $500 and sentenced to 6 months in jail for harboring such a 
dog.  Owners either have to rehome their pet or he will be seized and summarily euthanized by 
animal control. 
 
At PAWS Humane it is our experience that each dog is an individual and some of our sweetest 
dogs have been those we labeled pit bull type dogs.  Even the American Veterinary Medical 
Association has come out publically against breed bans.  That is because breed bans target the 
wrong issue and are ineffective at reducing dog bites.   
 
In an article published in 2015 the AVMA stated that, “It’s not the dog’s breed that determines 
risk – it is the dog’s behavior, general size, number of dogs involved and the vulnerability of the 
person bitten that determines whether or not a dog or dogs will cause a serious bite injury.”  
 
Sadly, on January 17, two young children in Atlanta were attacked by three dogs.  One child was 
killed and the other was seriously injured.  An immediate cry went out to enact a pit bull ban.  
This is in spite of the fact that Fulton County Animal Control identified one of the dogs as a pit 
bull and another as a border collie.  The third dog got away and remains unidentified. 
 
It is a terrible tragedy when something like this happens anywhere.   But it did not happen 
because one of the dogs was a pit bull.   The issue is much more complex than this and such a 
simplistic response will not cure it. 
 
Instead the AVMA recommends a comprehensive approach which includes “reasonable and 
enforceable laws” to control unrestrained, free roaming animals in our communities.  They 



recommend licensing to aide in identification of animals and to help ensure rabies vaccinations 
are current.  They also recommend thorough investigations of dog bites to understand why the 
bite occurred.  The majority of dog bites are provoked and the better we understand why a bite 
occurred the better we can prevent the next bite.    
 
For all the media attention dog bite fatalities are extremely rare.  They are always a tragedy but 
we still need to respond appropriately if we are going to make our communities truly safe. 
  
 
Bobbi Yeo lives in Opelika, AL.  She is the CEO of PAWS Humane in Columbus, GA, an animal 
shelter and veterinary clinic offering low-cost spay/neuter and other services to the public.  
Email her at byeo@pawshumane.org with your comments and story ideas. 


